September 3rd, 2000

Hi Gavin

Good to get your call early last Monday morning. Did you eventually get to Venice? If so, I think you would like it. I have been there twice. The first time by myself. I stayed in a huge and rather grotty Youth Hostel on an island a few minutes away from a pier near St Mark’s Cathedral. The second time was with mummy. Then we stayed in a small bed-and-breakfast place somewhere on one of those many narrow streets. On neither occasion did we go for a ride in a gondola – too expensive. Anyway, you can see more by walking and taking the water ‘buses’ (I’ve forgotten what they are called). And if you didn’t get to Venice, I imagine you would have gone to Salzburg. Also very interesting. Been there twice too. I remember visiting the old salt mines and having fun sliding down very long shoots which used to be for transporting salt. The first time there, the hostel I stayed at was run somewhat on militaristic grounds. Early morning wake up was always accompanied by loud military-style music with orders for the day (in German of course). I also remember going to a shop to buy milk. Bought some buttermilk not knowing that it is incredibly sour – until I tasted it!!!

Got your latest letter the other day. You wrote it just before reaching Croatia. From the stamps on it, I guess the letter was posted from Croatia itself. I thought from your ‘phone call that you had been to been to Dubrovnik before going to Italy. I must have heard wrongly. Not that it matters. Also, remember to put a date on your letters so I know when they are sent.

I have enclosed a photo of the Christ’s College – Boy’s High Rugby match which Nana included in her latest letter. She seems to be doing OK taking into account her age. She goes for regular medical checkups especially for cancer. She was getting treatment for some kind of (presumably not too serious) skin cancer.

Again not too much happening in HK. One incident was the bungling by the Immigration Department in the case of a 15-year old boy who has a mental age of a 2-year old! He escaped from his mother in Kowloon and somehow managed to get to the Lo Wu border crossing. Even though he had no documents and could not answer any questions, the Immigration officials allowed him across. However, he was soon returned by Chinese officials. This see-sawing happened several times before he was finally dumped on the Chinese side. He has still not been found. About 20 members of his family are over there now looking for him and following reports of sightings, most of which have turned out to be false. A few days after the incident happened, the case was given wide TV coverage with active Shenzhen police searching (though, it seems, not always enthusiastically). And on today’s news, an anonymous HK donor has put up a reward of HK$1 000 000 for anyone who finds him. How the boy, who can’t speak properly, can survive, is hard to understand.


Also, the report of the HK university inquiry has just been released and it found that the pollster at the centre of the inquiry was pressured by the Vice Chancellor and another senior university administrator to stop taking polls on the Chief Executive’s popularity. The person who actually spoke to the VC was a personal advisor to the Chief Executive and the report found him an untruthful and unreliable witness. There have since been calls for him to resign as he will be unable to do his job properly, as this involves speaking to people and getting opinions, etc, from them. It is felt that many people will either not give opinions now or not say what they really think. Unfortunately this official is a friend of Tung Chee Wa’s so the latter may find it difficult to ask him to go. We will have to wait and see.


I might have mentioned that I have been spending longer in the gym now and doing a greater variety of exercises than in the university gym. This is because of all the equipment that they have. Initially I was using a traditional bench press machine though have now switch to the newer kinds of apparatus. I still can’t get used to the loud music and sometimes wear ear plugs! I am also getting used to swimming in the odd-shaped hotel pool with no black lines on the bottom and now manage to swim in reasonably straight lines. I don’t go in the mornings as there are supposed to be more people in the pool then. 


HK has been getting some heavy rain in the past week though most of it has not been in this area. The other day the pool was closed until 4 pm because of some storm warning which didn’t actually affect us.


I have not heard from Leonie, Nadine or Mummy for over a month now. Don’t know why. I have sent e-mails and letters to Leonie’s addresses but no response! Have you heard from them?


I guess that’s about all for now. Cheers.

Dad

PS: Have you been getting any of my letters? I have been sending them every week including two from Singapore Airlines.
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